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thousand men, all townspeople and merchants, and for them to
play the part of soldiers. They say he then returned to his ships and
of the men left on board his vessels ordered 500 soldiers into the
pinnaces. This party followed along the seacoast outside to relieve
the first thousand if necessary. He made ready another 500 for a
purpose which will be related presently.
At midnight this force began to march, as silently as possible.
They say the campmaster sergeant major selected 30 men (some
make them thirteen, which is impossible), these 30 being the pick
of them all, in his estimation: fifteen pikes and fifteen shot. These
marched in the van, about an harquebus shot ahead of the main-
battle, to make the assault and first attack.
Along the beach from the landing place the governor had caused
sharp stakes to be planted, where many of the enemy were injured
and died in consequence. Similarly, that night he ordered out an
ambuscade of 25 soldiers and certain Indians; because they heard
no noise that night at the landing place these retired too soon,
without accomplishing anything. Until it was broad day that night
was so dark that one party could not see the other at all, which was
disconcerting.
At the narrowest neck of land between the inner haven and the
sea, at the Caleta, there was a great work with three pieces of
heavy artillery and four companies, being as many as 150 men.
Most of the number lacking from these companies had gone, some
to supper and some to get their belongings into safety, believing, as
has been said, that there would be no engagement with the enemy
that night, nor until next day. A little beyond this point were the
two galleys, bows on to the pass by which the body of the enemy
was advancing, (p. 5).
Because Don Francisco Maldonado stated that the enemy had
30 or 40 sails and that day only 22 had entered the harbour or been
sighted, the governor and Don Pedro and everybody else believed
that the missing vessels had remained behind to land troops that
night by Tesca Swamp, a good league from this city. On this road
was another earthwork with some artillery and here another com-
pany, the best of all five, was stationed to protect that approach;
and here they remained, so deceived, until the city was lost, without
accomplishing anything at this post.
The rest of the people were stationed at regular distances along
the beach, but these were few. Some were at the bridge and others
in the fort at the entrance to the haven. That channel was closed
with a chain which had been made for the purpose. The horse were